EUROPE AND THE TATARS                      257
Sultan, the King of the French and many other nations, the
friend of the Most-High, the very beneficent monarch of
the world, who has emerged triumphant from very great
wars'. After the fall of Bayezid on the field of Angora,
Timur found two Castilian ambassadors* in the Sultan's
train. The victor sent them back to their master, Henry
III, unhurt and laden with presents; and shortly afterwards,
he dispatched an envoy of his own, a certain 'Chagatay
noble called Hajji Muhammad* to the said King of Castile
with - letters and gifts as a mark of amity.2 In return for
this compliment and courtesy, Henry III sent to the court
of Samarqand, an embassy, since made famous by Clavijo's
admirable account3 of his travels in the Tatar realm between
1403 and 1406. Timur received the ambassadors with
great honour, and, in the course of an inquiry as to the
health of their master affectionately asked, 'How is it with
my son your King? How goes it with him? Is his health
good?'4 When the envoys asked his permission to leave
Samarqand, to quote Clavijo's own words, 'he told us he
regarded in affection (the King of Spain) now as his very
own son'.5 These expressions may have been merely the
usual course of Oriental compliments, but the friendly tone
underlying them is unmistakable. Yet the historian may
search in vain for any concrete plans of alliance with the
. . . Charles PI, Extrait du Moniteur no. 226 (1812), 7-8. De Sacy
believes that the title quoted here is an interpolation by the bearer who wanted
to commend himself to the King of France, as the title of Sultan was strictly
reserved to Muslim rulers. This contention seems doubtful as applied to that
early period, for Ibn Baftuta describes, for example, the Byzantine Emperor as
Sultan; Defreme'ry et Sanguinetti, IV, 58.
1 Clavijo, 24-5.   These were Payo de Sotomayor and Herman Sanchez
de Plazuelos.
2 ib., 25.    In note 3 on p. 340, the editor adds that of the Christian women
slaves in Bayezid's camp, Timur found two of noble origin, Maria and
Angelina.   The first was a Greek and the second was a granddaughter of the
King of Hungary.   These also Timur sent back with the Spanish ambassadors
to their King who dowered them and married them to two of his nobility.
3 Howorth, II (Division I), 264; Guy Le Strange's introduction to Clavijo,
1-21, and notes, 339 et seq.; Bouvat, Empire Mongol, 63-6; Cahun, Hist, de
PAsie, 498-99.
4 Clavijo., 221.
5 ib., 227; according to Guy Le Strange's translation.